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special society ? and certainly no temperance workers of the type
in Eaglandj can claim the least credit. Its inception is
due to no outside inflnenee or stimulus whatever; at the confer-
ences and meetings of the labour temperance reformers no
representatives of religion^ no ethical teachers5 no spokesmen
belonging to the higher social circles are ever present; the
workman is appealed to exclusively by men of his own class,
There Is also no sentiment about the movement and no
profession of high moral purpose; the more intelligent of the
organised workers are simply persuading themselves that for
physiological ^ economic, and social reasons the less use or even
the entire disuse of alcoaol is likely to prove advantageous to
them, and in this purely egoistic sense they are welcoming
temperance principles and with grossing eagerness are taking
advantage of the increasing facilities for practising those prin-
ciples which coine within their reach.
It is true that in its temperance propagandism the Socialist
labour party, true to its principles, seeks to wean the working
classes from alcohol "by appeals to class prejudice, and endeavours
to convince them that it is a deep plot of the existing " capital-
istic order of society" that the masses shall drink themselves into
a condition of physical and moral degradation and economic
slavery, and "by reminding them that every glass of beer or spirit
drunk is so much money transferred from the pocket of tie hard-
working labourer into that of the pampered agrarian. Yet this
is bat part of the well-understood metier of Socialist controversy,
and appeals of the kind would be entirely impotent if unsupported
by tangible arguments.
The effects of this movement are most obvious to those who
kaew Germany years ago, before Ibeer had forfeited the almost
sacrosanct reputation which has immemorially clung to it. Even
ten or a dozen years ago a teetotaler or a man who formally
avowed what are understood in England as temperance principles
was rare in Germany; to-day he is to he met with everywhere,
for lie moves in every class of society, and it is no longer singular
to see temperance drinks served in licensed houses even to work-
ing men. Trade union conferences exclude alcohol from their
meeting-rooms. Berlin masons, who a few years ago had the
of being the hardest spirit drinkers in Germany, may
be etrrymg to their work harmless bottles of milk, just as a